JAPTAIN |, B, WEST DIE3

ONEGON AND CALIFORNIA
PIONEER PASSES AWAY.

Deccased Was I)Istlnguishc&- Mili-
tary and Civil Engzineer of

P'rominent Famlly.

Captain Franeis H. Wesl, a well-known
Oregon pioneer and a distinguizhed mil-
itary and civil engineer, dled at his home
Jon East Alder, near East Twellth street,
‘Saturday nlght at 11:30, after a lingering
illness. He comes from a family of dis-
tinguished men in the service of this
country. He was & great-grandson:of
Colonel John Nixon, of Philadelphla, a
praminent Revolutionary patriot.

Captain West was born In Fredricks-
burg, Va.,, June 10, 1832, Ile was edu-
cated jn the Fairfax Inslitute and the
Norfelk ’s"llitary Academy. At the ags
of 16 years he’ was a.ppomted ald on
I-IJ'S unlu:u Dl.d.l.ea '..,ua.:al. =ul 'l't‘.!. i!-ul.l. il
January 10. 1843, Eailed from New York’
in the Uniied States s#chooner Ewing for
the Paclfic Coast, arrlving In San Fran-
cisco July 21, of the same year. Two
years-later, 'on the outbreak of the Rogue
River Indians, in Southern QOregon, Cap-
tain West offered his services and spent
ihe Fall and Summer of 181 assisting
in the suppression of the patives. In the
Tollowing year he visited Ihe East Indies
und the Atlantlc States, relurning to
Californla by way of Panama, For a
time he was in command of the United
States Coast Survey steamer Active, and
also served as a member of the North-
west’ Boundary Commission. In 139 he
took command of the Unlied States light-
house tender Shubrick, being wells fit-
ted for that posilion by his famillarity |
with the whole Pacific Coast, which his
experience in varlous surveys gave him.

In 1367 Captain West became a perma-
r.ent regident of Portland, havirg recelved
irom Colonel R. 8, Wililamson, then
United States Engineer, the appointment
of superintendent of Willamette River
improvements. ‘He served in thal capac-
ity uniil the Spring of 1873, when he re-
slgned to accept the position of superin-
tendent of the lecks at Orezon City. In
1553, by reason of ill-heallh, he removed
to Portland from Oregon City, where he

resided continuously.

In 1868 Captaln West was married to
Miss' Mary Sophla Stone, daughter of
Louis Stone, of Janesgville, Wiz, Two
song were born to them, Whorion 1. and
Frabeis J. West, both residents of Port-
land. Captain West was a Democrat
In sympathy, but was independent in
political matters. He was a memher of
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the Society of California IMoneers, the
Oregon Pioneer Assoclation and the In-
dlan War Veterans' Assoclation and for
many years was an honored member of
the vestry of the St. David’'s Episcopal
Chureh,

He was a t{yplcal Virginlan gentleman,
affable and courteous to sall, and kept
up with the times In scientiic knowledge,
Of Jate years, his health and failing eye-
sight made it difficult for him to de
about. Mis aeccurate knowledge on =z
great variety of *subjects made him an
interesting companion and instructive
conversationalist, The {funeral will be
held at St. David's Episcopal Chureh,
corner of East Twelfth and Belmonl
streets, Tuesday afternoon at 1 o'clock.




